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INTRODUCTION. 


. E favourable reception given by the 
Public to a little tract upon the office of 
Conſtable, publiſhed in the year 1754, and 
the repeated acknowledgments of them for 
whoſe uſe and inſtruction it was defigned, 
will, I hope, be a ſufficient apology for its ap- 
pearing now, with ſuch corrections and ad- 
ditions, as, I believe, will extend its uſeful- 
neſs. Neither vanity nor avarice, the com- 
mon motives of authors, have the leaſt ſhare * 
in the re- publication of this eſſay; my ſole in- 
tention being to render the office of Conſtable 
better underſtood, and more reſpected, by 
communicating, in the plaineſt manner, that 
knowledge which I drew from nine years 
experience, in the execution of my late office 
of High Conſtable of Holbourn diviſion. 
Whilſt I held this place, I obſerved many 
inconveniencies and frequent diſtreſſes to ariſe 
from want of proper knowledge, not only of 
a Conſtable's power, but the manner of ex- 


ececuting that power; I have therefore been at 


ſome pains to collect what may be uſeful, in 
the moſt material parts of the duty, for a body 
of men, enjoined and even compelled by the 

Rh, = _ conſtitution 
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conſtitution of their country to perform a 
very troubleſome, ſometimes fatiguing, and | 
often dangerous office ; or in other words, to 
give them a juſt tranſcript of the manner in 
- which I executed the office I held, which in 
itſelf was little more than the affice of Con- 
ſtable extended to many pariſhes, as that is 
confined to one pariſh, precinct, ward, or li- 
berty. And I flatter myſelf that if Conſtables 
will attentively read and practiſe the rules 
here laid down for their conduct, moſt of 
them will be better able to diſcharge their 
duty to the Public, and to defend themſelves 
from the enemies to their power, I mean 
thoſe low practitionets of the law, who are a 
_ ſcandal to their profeſſion, and are conſtantly 
watching the —— of Conſtables, in 
order to take advantage of their mae or 
their ignorance. ee e 


And for the encouragement of the Con- 
ſtables to purſue their duty upon the follow- 
ing plan, I do aſſure them (and I hope it will 
not be imputed to. vanity) that in nine years 
moſt active 7 faithful 4 diſcharge of the duty 
of Chief Conſtable, ſurrounded tet difficul- 
ties from. the moſt artful as well as the moſt 
daring villains, my name or my actions were 
never queſtioned, during the whole time, be- 
fore my Lords the Judges, by law ſuit of any 

kind, nor any complaint made againſt me ta 
the magiſtrates from whom I received my 
* nor wy VT or cenſure 
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The INTRODUCTION, ij 
paſſed upon me by them whoſe crimes had 
rendered them the objects of the puniſhment 
of the laws they had violated, | 


In writing upon this office, it may be ex- 
pected that ſomething ſhould be ſaid con- 
cerning its origin, and the derivation of the 
word Conflable : but as many learned men 
have. employed their time in tracing that 
word, and as their labours have ended in mere 
conjectures, it would be affectation in me to 
attempt the ſubject. The learned and ingeni- 
ous Mr. Burn, after ſcrutinizing the Saxon, 

French, German, Italian, Spaniſh, Latin, and 
Greek languages, concludes from the etymo- 
logy he produces, that the word Conftable pro- 

Fa ſignifies the ftability or flay of the place, 
or the ffrong man of the diviſion; and this a- 
grees well with the nature of the office, 
which is to protect the Innocent from the 
hand of Violence, and to ſeize and bring to 
juſtice offenders againſt the public peace. Nor 
is the origin of this office ſettled with more 
certainty than the etymology of its title. From 
the words of the ſtatute of Vincheſter, that in 

every hundred and franchiſe two Conſtables ſhall 
be choſen, &c. it is inferred by lord Coke and 
others, that Conſtables are not more ancient 
than that ſtatute. But Mr. Serjeant Hawkins 
from great authority queſtions this, and ſays, 
it ſeerns to be the better opinion that High and 

Petty Conſtables were by the common law, 

and not firſt ordained by the ſtatute of Vin- 

a 8 a 2 cbeſter . 


| The INT RODUCTIO N. 
cheſter : ſeeing that ſtatute doth not ſay that 
ſuch officers ſhall be conſtituted, but clearly 

ſeems to ſuppoſe that there were ſuch before 

the making of it. To ſtrengthen Mr. Hau- 
kins's opinion, it may be added, that the great 
increaſe of people in this kingdom, by the 
flood of Normans, &c. fiom the origin of the 
office of Conſtable to 13 Edw. I. made it ne- 
ceſſary to increaſe the number of civil offi- 
cers; and probably this, and an enlargement of 
their power, was the intention and deſign of 
that ſtatute, and not a creation of the office. 

I hope a conjecture upon this ſubject, with a 

view to fix the time when this office firſt be- 

gan in England, will not be "Ne to affec- | 
tation. | 


© "We ge in formed by the Eg hiſtorians 
| that after the Great 4//red had recovered his 
dominions from the Danes in the year 886, 
he turned his thoughts towards the reſtora- - 
tion of learning, then at-the loweſt ebb, and 
to the reformation of the civil polity of his 
kingdom. To effect this great purpoſe 
he invited ſeveral learned men from abroad. 
and as many ſpoils and rapines had been com- 
mitted during the courſe of the war, as well 
by his own ſubjects as by the Danes; to re- 
medy thoſe diſorders, and effectually to 
prevent all future exceſſes of that kind, this 
excellent prince divided England into diſtinct 
counties, and thoſe again into hundreds, pa- 
* and things. Over theſe he conſti- 
| "_ 
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tuted two officers, the Judge and the Sheriff. 
And although hiſtorians do not deſcend to the 


names of the ſubordinate officers, there can'be 


no doubt but that ſuch officers were inſtitut- 
| ed, as well for the preſervation of peace and 
order in the ſeveral diſtricts, as for the appre- 
hending and conveying to priſon thoſe whoſe 
crimes merited puniſhment: for without the 
aſſiſtance of ſuch officers the power delegated 
to the judge and the ſheriff could have little 
effect. The office of tythingman exiſts in the 
country to this day; but with more power 
than perhaps he was inveſted with at his firſt 
creation; for originally he preſided over ten 
families only, as his title imports; but now, in 
the abſence of the Conſtable, he exerciſes the 
function of a peace- officer over his whole pa- 
riſh or vill, and in moſt caſes executes the 
warrants of the magiſtrate. May it not 
therefore be conjectured, that the offices of 
High and Petty Conſtable had their origin in 
the Conſtitutions of king Afred? and may it 
not be preſumed that, as the tything- man pre- 
ſided over his ten families, ſo the Con- 
ſtable preſided over the whole pariſh, the 
High Conſtable over the hundred? allof them 
being accountable to the juriſdiction of the 


judge and the ſheriff. But whether fred 


introduced this office into Engiand from the 
Saxon Conſtitution, or whether the Saxons 
incorporated this office, on account of its uti- 
lity, into the civil polity of their on coun- 
try, hiſtory is ſilent. However the former is 


| [1 22 . 


The INTRODUCTION. 
moſt probable. This at leaſt is certain, that 
the Conneftafle of Saxony is at this time veſted 
with the very fame power, as conſervator of 
the peace, which rap and in ao go 
how Jegally exerciſe. - 50 


Bot the ſucceſs of kw Alfret's Conftitu- 
tions ought not to be — over in ſilence, 
as ĩt may afford a proper leſſon to the magiſ- 
trates and peace · officers of our days. Hiſto- 
rians inform us the king extended his provi- 
dent vigilance over the judges and other offi- 
cers in the moſt effectual manner; puniſhing 
all ſuch magiſtrates as miſbehaved, either 
through bribery, or by making their own ar- 
bitrary wills the meaſure of the law, and re- 


moving thoſe - whom i ignorance or indolence N | 


rendered unfit to be mtruſted with power; 
whereby juſtice came to be ſo excellently ad- 
— that bags of money might have 
been left in the common highways, or gold 
bracelets hung upon the hedges; without dan- 
ger of their being touched by any perſon. And 
they in theſe times, the declenſion of our mo- 
rals, and the debauchery of our manners are too 
great; to hope that reformation can be carried 
to ſo high a pitch, yet it cannot be doubted, 
that public ſpirit in the civil power might pre- 
vent —— negligence in the peace- offieers, 
to which many glaring crimes and enormi- 
ties, unknown to our fore- fathers, owe, if not 
their exiſtence, at leaſt their continuance with 


Every 
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Every ſenſible and good man muſt have 
reflected with concern upon the low ebb to 
which the Civil Power has of late years been 
reduced. It is not foreign to my ſubject, 


ſurely to introduce the military power upon 
every trifling occaſion is as blur, and may 
to the 
Civil 


, 
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| The INTRODUCTION. 
civil conſtitution, than phyſick and bleeding 


upon every trifling diſorder N to che na- 
tural body. 


But the Conſtables, it ſeems, though aided 
by the military power, are not even then 
capable of protecting us from the violence of 
a few payltry villains, who turn public rob- 
bers: for a third inſtitution has been not 
many years invented to ſupply the pretended 
defects of our wretched conſtitution, under 
the various titles of Thief-takers, Brave 
Fellows, &c. If we trace this ſociety to 
its origin we ſhall find, that from the æra of 


their inſtitution may juſtly be dated that a- 


mazing increaſe of robbers and robberies, 
with which this country hath of late years 


been, and now is, ſo intolerably and ſhame-_ 


fully peſtered, to the everlaſting ſcandal of 
our whole civil policy : and, if this matter 
were minutely examined into, it would a 

pear, that the wretches executed at Tyburn 


for robberies, fince the remarkable epocha of 


this inſtitution, exceed in number all that 
ſuffered for ſuch crimes during two centuries 


before, although the inſtitution itſelf is not 
of forty years ſtanding, | 


Soon after the 88 of his late Maje- 
ty s reign the ſociety of Thief-takers had its 
riſe under the infamous Jonathan Wild, who 
was the author and contriver of it: about the 
lame t time began the practice of robbing 1 . 
the 
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the publie ſtreets: Nor, conſidering the wick - 


edneſs and abilities of that arch villain, will 
t be a breach of charity to aſcribe to him 
that new ſpecies of daring violence, which 


ſoon engaged, as it deſerved, the attention 
of the legiſlature: For we find that in order 
to prevent ſtreet-robberies, the reward of 


forty pounds, directed by 4 Will. to be 


paid to the apprehender of any highwayman, 
was extended to the apprehender of every 
ſtreet- robber by the ſtatute of 6 Geo. I. 
wherein it is enacted, that the ſtreets of 
London, Weſtminſter, and other cities, 
towns, and places, ſhall in reſpe& of robbe- 
ries: be deemed highways. - At that time 


Wild was in the plenitude of his iniquity, 


» 


and. his reward proved no ſmall incitement, 
as well as acquiſition, to him and his aſſoci- 
ates; for when rogues, either by their out- 
rages became too obnoxious, or ceaſed to be 
uleful to him, Jonathan, at the head of his 
ſociety, apprehended them, and cloſed the 
uſe he made of thoſe wretches by their con- 
viction and execution. This furniſhed him, 
over and above the reward, with materials 
for puffing in the news- papers his import- 
ance to the public in bringing ſuch notorious 
offenders to juſtice; which was propagated 
with ſuch art, as the author of his Life ob- 
ſerves, that for a long time he maintained a 
great reputation, not only among the mid- 


dling people, but even with thoſe in higher 


ſtations; who obſerving the induſtry with 
ir 


4 


9 


Ix 
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juſtice, and regard for the public 
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which he apprehended and proſecuted male- 


factors, took him for a friend to juſtice, and 
as Tuch countenanced him; for Jonathan 


conſtantly and loudly profeſſed that what he 
did "proceeded purely from a principle of 


But -theſs artifices, though they blinded the 
eyes of ſuch as looked no farther than the 
ſuperficies of things, did not eſcape the pe- 


netration of the Judges, who in the courſe 


of the trials of the criminals ſaw through 


he artful diſguiſes of that arch villain, and 


to their honour framed a law, which, though 
he long evaded it, at leng th brought him to 


juſtice and the ſame bp to which 


he had brought many, who might have 
been happy in themſelves, a credit to their 
families, and uſeful to the Public, had they 
not been enſnared by his diabolical ſchemes : 
Thus that villain CER the truth of 
the Poet's obſervation, that Even. handed juf- 
lice returns the Poifoned chal.ce 70 our own 
a | 


But the exit er Wild, ih it — 
ſtop to one ſpecies of roguety, 'viz, that o 


acting as mediator between the party injured _ 


and the felon injurer, to the protection of 
the latter and the pretended benefit cf the 
former; yet his execution did not deſtroy the 
ſociety: of Thief-takers. They even increa- 
ſed after his death ; which was not improba- 


oy occationed by the large additional-reward' 


2 that 
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that ſoon followed. For ſtreet-robberies be⸗ 
ing frequent, and many of them attended 


with ſhocking acts of barbarity, a farther 


reward of one hundred pounds was by pro- 


clamation promiſed to the apprehender and 
proſecutor to conviction of each perſon who 


ſhould commit offences of that kind in the 


ſtreets, or within ten miles of London: How 


this gracious act of the king for the preſer- 


vation of his ſubjects anſwered his intention, 
the annals of Tyburn will ſhew; for rob- 
bers and robberies increaſed to that amazing 


degree, that nineteen at one time, and twenty 
at another, were made the dreadful exam- 


ples of public juſtice: And it became no 
uncommon thing for a charge of one thou- 


ſand pounds to accrue to the government at 


_ a ſingle ſeſſions ; the far greater part of which 
became the plunder of the ſociety. And, 
before their characters were diſcovered and 
exploded, how often, when the evidence 
(whom they had tampered with before the 
trial) was deemed too weak to ſatisfy the 
Court and Jury of the fact charged upon 


the culprit, hath a Bath, a Berry, a M Da- 


niel, and others of that infamous crew, 


ſtepped up at the Old Baily, to fix the fate 


of the unhappy priſoner by giving his con- 


feſſion in evidence, and how frequently did 


they ſucceed, ' even againſt the innocent? 


Thus they went on triumphantly. Indeed | 


when it is duly conſidefed that the two ingre- 
a n _ G fortur 


X 
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ples, unite in the characters of men dedicat- 
ed to this purpoſe, for ſurely none but men 
of deſperate fortunes and bad morals will 


accept of ſuch employment, what can we 


rationally expect to find them, but juſt ſuch 
as experience has evinced others of the ſame 
claſs to have been, the educators, the in- 


ſtructors, the creators of thieves, the exciters 


of novices to capital offences, pethaps the 
licenſers of robbers while the tribute of im- 


pupity is paid, and laſtly the cog of in- 


8 ent blood Dreadful climax | | 


But other evils, neh not of 10 W 
a nature, may ariſe to his Majeſty's ſubjects 
from ſuch a fraternity: For as theſe men 
derive no authority from the ſtatute or law- 
books, neither will they think themſelves 


bound by either; but be ready to execute 


any orders from Fe director and protector: 


5 what remedy: have thoſe who ſuſtain 


either outrage to their perſons, or ſuffer in 


their reputations, from this infamous crew? 


The well known proverb of ſuing a beggar, 
&c, ſteps in to 115 een them from proſecu- 
tion, But if a man of ſpirit diſregards the 


proverb, what danger may he not apprehend 


from ſubornation of perjury by the injurer 


and his aſſociates. This inconvenience can- 
not happen in the execution of the law by 
the Conſtables, who. being well known, and 


knowing thei. office to is circumſcribed. by 


ae law, will be careful, for the ſake of ſelf- 


preſervation, 
8 | 
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their authority, and cautious of acting with- 
out proper directions from the civil magiſ- 
trate, in caſes where the law requires it. 


A view of the ſtrength of the civil officers 


within the bills of mortality will evidentlyprove 
that they are of force ſufficient to preſerve the 
peace, to apprehend robbers and bring them 
to juſtice, and to enforce the execution of the 
, ſentences of the courts of juſtice; without the 


intervention of military aid, or the helps of 


the ſociety above mentioned ; were their 
duty executed with a ſpirit equal to the 

wer given them by the conſtitution. For, 
excluſive of London, the number of civil 
officers in the weekly bills is more than 
three hundred ; and when the beadles and 
watchmen, who are under their direction, 
are added, the whole will amount to more 
than a thouſand; and when it is conſidered, 
that theſe men have full power to arm them- 
ſelves for defence in the execution of their 


duty, and if need be to compel others to 


their aid, who at their peril are obliged to 
aſſiſt them, and in that aſſiſtance have the 
protection of the law ; it cannot be doubted, 
that the civil officers, exerting this extenſive 
power with which they are inveſted by vir- 
tue of their office, when convened by the 
ſheriff, are ſufficiently able of themſelves to 
guard an execution at Tyburn, and prevent 
the puniſhment of the pillory from bein 
extended by a lawleſs mob to murder: auc 


dat 


preſervation, not to exceed the bounds of 
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that a gang of robbers would never be able to 


ſupport themſelyes againſt this body of men, 


weaponed for defence, armed by the autho— 


rity of the law, and animated by a ſenſe of 
their aa, to God, their king, and their 
country. Union and a proper correſpondence 
among the civil officers would ſoon deſtroy 
the exiſtence of robbers, and totally change 

the face of the police of this town. Indeed 
the late Mr, Henry Fielding made uſe of 
ſome of the Thief. takers at a particular time; 
but 1 can juſtly declare, that in his private 
ſentiments he had an utter abhorrence of the 
men: his uſual terms for them were Hell. 
haunds, and Creators of Thieves ; and, to his 
honour be it ſpoken, I was witneſs to his de- 
feating-ſeveral:of their plots upon the Inno- 

cent, and upon his repreſentation the reward 
of: a hundred pounds, which had proved an 

incentive to ſhed innocent blood, was as wiſely 


withdrawn, as it was originally well intended. 


It may not be amiſs to mention a notable 
contrivance of one of the ſociety, namely, 


. M-<Daniel, to plunder | the government of 


two hundred and eighty pounds, by hanging 
two. innocent young fellows: This rogue 
was ſhot at in the Fields near Pancras, and 
a ball actually lodged in his body: Upon his 
outcry, a purſuit was directly made by ſome 


perſons near, in Which two young men were 


ſtopped, and M Daniel coming up, poſitibe- 


ly declared them to be the perſons et 
ts 2 | a | "a 


„ 


The 1NTRO DUCT? ON. 


him. and added that they had alſo robbed 
him. Next. day the Py 9 977 victims were 
brought before the late Henry Fielding, Eſq; 
and with him fat. that moſt Groillens noble- 
man the late duke of Richmond 1 Time 


e 


Dan to Wear in corroboratian of his teſti- 
mony. But, notwithſtanding this ſtrong 


charge, the ſagacity of the Juſtice diſcoyer- 


ed inconſiſtencies in the evidence, which, 
added to the artleſs defence of the accuſed, 
- favoured by their general. good character, 
and their happening to be at the time and 


place being alſo well accounted; for, the Jul- . 
rice and the Duke, upon a full perſuaſion of 
their innocence, admitted them to bail. This 


9 not diſcourage M Daniel: he preferred 
is bill of indictment, which bein returned 
A true bill 9755 the Grand Jury, g parties 
appeared, and were tried at the Old 9 
where, by the penetration of the Judges 
priſoners were acquitted, and the villain 4 
appointed of his intended prey. The of 


1 then held obliged me to attend the — 4 0 


tions at Tyburn, and at the next Seſſions, one 


Saunders was. . capitally convicted, and after. 


Wards executed. As I had ſome ſuſpicion that 


10 fellow was the perſon who ſhot M Daniel, 
1 deſired, juſt before he was turned off, that 


0 he would ind fm me, Whether or no be. Was 


the Bube ; comuring him, as an . of jul. juſ - 
| tice, 


. 
* - 
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"" 5 * 
4 


The. INTRODUCTION. 


tice,. to declare. the truth, ſeeing the lives of 
two innocent, men. had been attempted by 
MPaniel for that fact; and although they 
were acquitted, malice might continue the 
imputation. Sir, replied Saunders, 1 am 
the perſon that ſhot that villain. I do not re- 
pent it. I intended to hill him, but bad no de- 
n to rob him, nor did I take a Jartbing from 
him : the rogue put his * robbed into bis 
. to get rhe reward. hy 
Volumes might be filled "Tote the mM 
deeds of theſe villains! but the reader I be- 

lieve is ſufficiently. weary, as I am, of the 
difagreeable ſubject, which I had not touch- 
ed upon but with a fincere view to open the 
eyes of the Public; and that, by pointing 
out to the Conſtables the ſhocking evils to 
which their ne ence. and want of public 
ſpirit has given 15 they may be animated 
to exert themſelves in their duty, and reſcus 
juſtice out of the hands of OR. e 

for the r e on ty ed 

. muſt bot here Ware e the pale juſtly due 
to our governors for that noble and univer- 
. fally applauded act of public juſtice which 
will for ever reflect honour on their admini- 
5 7 I mean, their proſecuting and bring- _ 
to . Puniſhment, the infamous 
Daniel, „Egan, and others of that 
helliſh 3 whoſe crimes make every hu- 
man heart to ſhudder, 2 1 embrace with 
hs "Pre 


Co this et fe Gale a 
pai and eſteem for that worthy "High: 


Conſtable Mr. Cox of Deptford,” by. whoſe. 

| indefatigable diligence and prudence thoſe 
villains were apprehended and ſecured : He 

was, beſides, a main n of their | 


conviction, 


1 hope I ſhall n not t offend i in giving a cau- 
tion to thoſe who have the appointment. of 
civil officers. The ſwearing in improper 


3 has greatly contributed to the duty 
ing ſo ill executed, and brought contempt 
upon the office. Poverty and groſs igno- 


rance are too often united in the perſon of 


a Conſtable: The firſt prevents the neceſ- 


ſary attendance on his duty, and too often 
Eh him to temptations; and the latter 


v 


expoſes both him and his office to ridicule: 


whülſt the opulent tradeſman ſcreens him 
ſelf by intereſt from this moſt neceſſary 


and important duty to his country, _ 


meanly throws it upon the Indigent and. 


norant. Nor has the office ſuffered leſs in: 
its credit from another ſet of men; Who 
from mercenary views and other unworthy” 
motives,” make intereſt to get themſelves 
elected into it. But in the city of Weſt-. 
minſter this evil is prevented for the future 
by a late act of parliament, which has not 
only added ſtrength to the civil power, by 


greatly increafing the number of the Con- 


* but hath alſo by reſtrictive clauſes. 
; C fecu; red 


— 
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For it may with the ſtricteſt juſtice be fad, 


The INTRODUCTION; 
ſecured the office from falling into unwor- 
thy hands. The good effects of th act 


love already been experienced, to tho ho- 
nour of thoſe entruſted with its execution: 


that there never was ſeen in the court-houfſe, 
Weſtminſter, at a quarter- ſeſſions held for 
that city, a body of Conſtables of equal 


credit with thoſe produced: by this. ſalutiry 


law. And what are not fuch a body of 
men. capable of executing. with a High 
Conſtable at their head, actuated by a prin- 


ciple of honour, and impartially attentive 


to the duty of his office? Can three or four 
ruffians armed with weapons they know not 
how to uſe, and aw by & guilty: conſei- 
ence, be objects of terrour to men like 


theſe? . much ſuch fellows may, 
to ſerve particular purpoſes, be impoliticly 


trumpetted forth, with thetremendousepithets 


| of deſperate, bloody, cut-throats, &c. eleven 


| experience. hath taught me, that it is 
not ſo much the ſtrength of ſuch villains, as 


the weakneſs of mankind that renders 3 
formidable. Having myſelf taken the bold- 


eſt of the crew, I found their hearts were ſo 
appalled, and their nerves ſo weakened by 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, that loaded piſtols in 


their hands, when attacked with that ſpirit - 
| which integrity / inſpires, became uſeleſs 
2 __ they will 8 prove in ſuch 


4 
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1. faithful and active diſcharge of the tbe of 
notwithſtanding the contempt in, which in- 
conſiderate ' men may hold the office, and 
the ſevere treatment the officer may meet 
with from others, who ought rather to pro- 
tet him, than take advantage of the law 
üpon the leaft flip in the diſcharge” of a 
duty fo difficult, and which the law forces 
him to undertake; I would aſk, What muſt 
become of the civil policy of this country, 
if men called upon to execute this office are 
brought to be either aſhamed, or afraid, of 
doing their duty? The legiſlature may enact 
laws, magiſtates may iſſue their proceſſes; 
but the execution, the effect of all this, de- 
pends wholly upon the integrity and ky 
1 | 


of the officers under them. And I wiſh 


by 
a» % . 


were. better conſidered, that every intimida- 
tion of the Conſtable in his duty neceſſarily 
weakens the power of the magiſtrate, and 
reduces the very beſt conſtitution to a mere 
dead letter, and muſt ſoon produce that in- 
tolerable anarchy, which can alone make the 

„ iS aL f A c 2 18 | F 4 . honeſt ä 
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HE Public is greatly concetned in the Uility of 


office of Conſtable and Head-borough, For, ma.” 


| Addreſs 
to the 
Conſta- 
bles, 


hs * 
2 1 
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honeſt part of mankind fly to a military 
force, as to a miſerable refuge from a ſtill 
worſe evil. The idea of power neceſſarily 


implies the execution of it by ſome hands or 
other, or elſe it is a mere chimerical notion: 
is it not therefore to the ſhame of our po- 
licy, that we ſee juſtices of the peace and 
their officers made the joke of counſellors at 
law in open court, and introduced upon our 


ſtage as the conſtant objects of contempt and 
r . 5 
0 Fd 


1 To THE Coms TABLES. a 


The juſt diſcharge of the office you are to 
execute doth indeed require a greater ſhare 
of knowledge in the common and ſtatute 
law, than men in your ſtation can be ſup- 
poſed endued with ; and I pretend not to cri- 
tical knowledge of this ſort : my preſent in- 
tention is to point out to you ſome genera 


rules for your conduct, whereby I hope the 


Public may be benefited, and yourſelyes bet- 


ter enabled to execute your office with cre- 


dit and ſafety. | ORs IN LOND 
Whatever power is annexed to your office, 
regard always the intention of it, It was 
ordained for the glorious purpoſe of doing 


* 


good; to ſecure and protect the Innocent 
from the hands of Violence; — to preſerve 
the publice peace, and to bring · the diſturb- 
ers of it to condign puniſhment : This is 
briefly your duty. Let then the ſervice of 
the Public be the great end of all thoſe ac- 


tions 


X 3 F 


d your office: This, pro- 
perly attended to, will keep you from all 
officious, wanton acts of 2 21 this will 
baniſh from your minds all your own lit- 
tle reſentments; this will prevent all falſe 
impriſonments againſt law and conſcience, 
ak render you the objects of general eſteem : 
for, while you act in this manner, and 
from ſuch motives, your priſoners themſelves 
muſt reſpe& you, nor will it be in the power 
of malice to rob you of the juſt applauſe of 
the Public, the reward of the faithful execu- 
JJ 8 
Let me recommend to you a perfect union Union a- 
among yourſelves; a ready and chearful af- mug the 
ſiſtance of one another. As this will be a SE. 
great ſupport to you in the difficult parts of mended. = 
your duty, ſo it will render you formidable 
do thoſe to whom you ſhould be always ob- 
S jets of terrour, and a valuable fafe-guard 
to thoſe whom it is your duty to protect. 
Were the civil officers: properly united and 
connected, did they properly correſpond with : 
each other, and had fixed times and places 
of meeting, not for ſotting and drinking, 
but for conſulting the peace and good order 
of their reſpective pariſhes, it would not be 
poſſible for any bawdy-houſes, gaming- houſes, 
or gangs of villains to exiſt; for the imme- 
diate danger conſequent upon acts of vio- 
lence would be ſo great to the actors of them, 
that ſuch houſes would, wherever they aroſe, 


(64 


be x info ſupprefled, and peace . fal 
e PA our e —.— 
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ſerved. nature of every ſervice. you are called upon; 
what) 2 t to do, and 5 beſt me | 


of king s name, to — the unru 
of. others, inſtantl © Gl in x pu 2 "LY 
ſelf: and a Conftable 2 $ 4 : 
. 2 is; the object of .conte | icule, 
who will venture to execute his 7 Beg n 
— intoxicated with liquor. Indeed, this is a fa- 
" Noll: tal error, and hath afforded humberlef; 8 051 | 
tunities to ſome unworthy members. o 
the law, to ſtir up; expenſive;and vexatious 
| ſuits, againſt civil officers... .;, IEP 
Imperi- Be not therefore eaſily provoked. V thi 
nent lan- I- manners, or ſcurrilous language of thoſe 
gn2ge 17.2 about you... Behaviour of of this ſort will u un- 
on duty to Ayoidably lead you into. abſurdities and a 
— neglect — the me” you. are. oe. t = 
67 cute. I have ſeen an officer total = 
the ſervice. of his warrants 209 angel 
ed fool or puppy by e f ellow, a 
juſtify the reflection by es ra the rea 
priſoner, and apprehending the offendet . 
gainſt himſelf, under the miſtaken notion. of 
| being inſulted or obſtructed in the execution 
of his office; and ſo, as an abuſe of 125 
lort 


fort cannot juſtify him, nnd bimſelf liabts op 
to an action of falſe impriſonment, and an 
indictment for neglect of ay in nin 
10 - IN 0 ane 50 | 


i Having 8 theſe r Dogan]: cau- 

Sens ie 0 1 may be clear in whe I offer to 

you, 1 ſhall ſpeak to che two ere of your 
office ſepa parately ; viz. 

"What y. you may, and ought to do, a8 con- 
fervators of the peace, upon View; ; 

And what concerns you as officers and mi- 
niſters of the ſeſſions, ſheriff, coroner, juſ- 
tices of the peace, and High-conſtable. In 
a word what you may and ought to do 5 
with a warrant, and what without one. 


I. As conſervators of the „ 
You have. power, within your ; refpb . => Ag 
pariſhes and diviſions, to quell all affrays iy 7 
riots, routs, and actual faults, by inte; Confabl 
ing the parties, in the king's name, to keep warran ; 
the peace, and quictly to depart about their een. 
ve buſineſſes; and to apprehend all "oat it 
ning” ſhall in your view break the N the 
peace, by aſſaulting, ſtriking, or by fighting, P27 72 
though with hon eine; if 80 pa 5 "noe ti 
appear wounded, and to carry ſuch perſons ot e. 
directly before ſome juſtice of the peace; or, 
if it be night, to impriſon them until the 
next morning. And all perſons within view 
of an affray, riot, rout, or aſfault, being re- 
MM ” Te in the ** name to aid and 
* _ aſbifh, | 


— 
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| Caution But though, as conſervators of the peace, 


ME; OS CT 
afliſt, may be indicted, if they neglect or re- 
fuſe ſo to do, not having a lawful excuſe; 
and the courts of juſtice have a power to 
fine and impriſon them fot their contempt. 

He may And, as this neceſſary power of demanding 
wer” oy aid is lodged in you, and the execution of - it 
- ers to aſſiſt has of late years been treated with contempt 
kim. by the commonalty; and as your ſafety is 
greatly concerned in a ready affiſtance, you 
will do well to fix your charge of aid upon 
ſome known 2 or perſons; and upon 
his or their refuſal, if the party to be appre- 
hended eſcape, or you are ſtruck, or even re- 
ſiſted, in purſuance of your duty, indict them 
for the contempt; and I dare promiſe you 
the Seſſions will ſupport your authorit x. 


relating © you have power to apprehend without pro- | 


5 charge of Ceſs, you cannot legally diſcharge your pri- 


priſoner. ſoners upon your own authority, the inten- 
tion of ſuch arreſt being the delivery of tho 
party to the magiſtrate to be dealt with ac- 
' cording to law; and you not being officers 
of record, have -power only in the firſt in- 
ſtance, If at any time you ſhould forget 
this caution, you will be ſubject to an indict- 
ment, or action of falſe impriſonment : for 
your diſcharging amounts to a confeſſion that 
you had no lawful power to arreſt. 


The dan- F Having told you that you have power to 
ger of arreſt perſons committing breaches of the 
ing in- | * e br 

I „ 


ak 


peace in your view, within the limits of your is enttody- | 

diviſions or pariſhes; it is neceſſary” to tel} fer an 
ay is 

you, that it is extremely dangerous for you over. 
aged intermeddle after the. afffay or affault ß 
In ſuch caſes the injured perſon gugge 

9 30 to a magiſtrate for his Warrant: Her 
here common prudence will direct you, that, 
upon coming in after an affray or aſſault is 
over, if upon your view! any perſon appears 
to be dangerouſly wounded,” and the parti 
wounded charges any perſon” preſent, you . 
certainly ought to detain him, as the delly 
of a warrant may be the eſcape of a mur- 
derer: but where there has been a bare af- 
fray only, though accompanied with blows, 
and the "conſtable has interfered by way of 
revention only, no real miſchief having 
ppened or charge been given, and no dan- 
ger of any future miſchief doth appear , the N 
conſtable, having firſt ſeparated the parties, 
may depart himſelf : for in truth he has ne- 
ver had any one lawfully in his cuſtody; and 
N will 1 805 no Nn to 

a, ee eee N 3 2 * 


Vet th 1298 (a, wil gelen oh eiu Not to in- 
tion you againſt interfering in ale-houſe quar- terferein 


rels, upon charges given you of perſons refaL ale-houſs 


fing to pay their feckonings, or giving verbal 
abuſes very common tt ple — 5 
liquor : theſe have nothing to do with your 


_  vffice; and many conſtibles/ WHO HA vat the 1 
| requeſt of N taken ſuch rioterd ( 
DH Seer LO e e "th 


8 2 
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they 3 TOM; to IRE into cuſtody, have 
anſwered the conſequence. in a law-ſvit,: in 
vrhich they, have been left to extricate them 
ſelves, by the 1 n * e 
* came. 


2 0 I: b Gid by kris” in the law, 
40 that in the ſuppreſſion of affrays and riots, 
friking in the Conſtable, firſt commanding the peace in 
cation of dhe, King's name, may, if reſiſted, juſtify beat- | 
your of- ing. the parties, and putting them into the 
fice. flocks; and that if the Conſtable in beating 
ſhould. kill, it is juſtifable in him, but murder 
in all the, rioters if he be killed This 
5 may be law---but it is a part of it which you 
ars not obliged to execute; and reaſon is 
ſtrong, againſt it. If a Conſtable coming 
with the appearance of authority to a riotous 
mob, and charging them, Weh a reſolution 
ing hid office and in the kipg's name, to 
keep the peace and depart quietly. to their 
reſpective buſineſſes, and with g 'S 
warning them of the danger — trouble 
they will involve themſelves in, if they com- 
mit acts of *violetice, dt ventinue together--- 
Iſay, if this will ngt avail, what can he ra- 
_  * tionally expect to obtain by blows, but 
his own hurt or murder? And what ſatis- f 
faction will this afford, that the parties who 
kill bi will be executed for a . which 
his ws. indliſerstion produced ? -1 adviſe ne- 
ver tp ſtrike, except it be abſolutely in your 
defiance : but — at all, if pollible, ſhould 
, be 


ER of riots: and "affrays,; It, 


avoided ; for the ſword of 1 8 0 * 
arm of the « Conſtabl: e, WAS intend for pu- 
niſkment. "Indeed, t he lay itſelf conveys 
this caution to officers inclined. fo, a violent 7 
| exertion of p power, by telling them. the 2 85 
woill be bange ned wi W 5 M 7 
any 7 riot ſho! ld be, 599 violent f. r you; £0 255 | 
11 0 it! many « ENC danger - the public fre: 
direft notice of it to.the two: next m4 
rae 5 po 
_ "8 0 cers as 
As to "parting 1 11 5 


e a Sur 380; gd 
© It is 2 a reafl on fn zent to. 1 Vi 
of from reviving It, Lt, We ha ve f r wh, 

d, and other proper places of curity. 
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4 very ood underſtan | g,. wall rather 92 
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along with you 1 7 FT! branch of Your duty 
wor db all. gon may 4.5 but HL 
Ks. r 

5 provide a ba and. EW! ET IS Duty ofa 
wy ie duty. Indeed. excepting IM oo 
thoſe Fling des e bor rn Wt ci ay 


which | 
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Di pe dal for the. dme betiisen 


| Aſcenfion-day and Michaelmas, | to pre- 


_ * vent,“ as it is ſaid, the inroads of the 


«© Scotch upon the Northern borders dur- 
« ing the time of harveſt :” but cuſtom, 
eſtabliſhed by neceſſity, has prevailed in this 
town, for a nightly watch the whole year 


round. This ſtatute, however, gives the Con- 


Of pre- 


| ſentments mentioned „ and the pr eſentment muſt lay, 


for not 


watching. 


ſtable no power to collect money to pay hired 
men: the law only ſays he ſhall warn able- 


- 


bodied men, in their turn, ſtation them pro- 


per 2h and preſent ſuch as neglect or refuſe 
o do duty herein: but ſuch preſentment 


"muſt be for neglect between the times above 


thar they were duly fumimoned to wech 
Indeed the fame cuſtom which introduced 
the yearly watch, introduced alſo a pecuniary 


the will of the Conſtable, who may receive or 


xeject it. But even here cuſtom has formed 
kind of rate tranſmitted down from officer 


Ls 


a 


to officer in ſucceſſion; and perhaps this is 
the only inſtance in our conſtitution of men 
making, collecting, and applying a rate upon 


their own authority, without inſpection or 
cantroul, Formerly much greater ſums were, 


I T believe, raiſed upon the Public than were 


applied, the ſurplus whereof reſted in the 
Conftable's pocket; but I can acquit the of- 


fl cets of late times of ſach impoſitions; for, 


ene. 


vg 


g s 11 "WM 3 
ables a are. balls reimburſed 9 neceſſary 
expences; ſo that until they are better aided 

by the legiſlature, BY. watch. can * but of 
little ſervice. 

But if you are not able i in your preſent 
fituation to have as numerous. a watch as 
the. preſent. violence of the times requires, W 
let the few you do hire be able, actie and e 
1 men; ſee that they come regularly tO pie bod. 

their duty, continue their whole time, and ed mea. 

not ſpend” it, ſotting in night-cellats. The 

belt BS of effefting this will be to inſpet 
them frequently 1 on duty, and not. tc 
ſit TOOK or {leeping in the watch-ho 1 
or to go off your ſtation at improper times.; 1 

The proper objects of night-charges are otieas of 

rogues, vagabonds, and all . of the night 

peace in the night, and e V that tribe 

of infamous Whores Who conſtantly infeſt 

the corners of our ſtreets, and are . cauſe 

of dreadful. ſcenes of milery in families, by 

taking advantage. of the unwary and inten- 

perate. It 5 moſt carneſtly to be wiſhed 
that ſome hoſpital were inſtituted for the c- 
ception of theſe wretches, Where labour | 
might render them uſeful to ſociety, and re- 

trieve them from rottenneſs and r 

If che Watch or yourſelf ap hen” any. Care in 
ſuſpicious. perſons, bh them be carefully —— 
ſearched; and if any thing uncommon, ds pes. 
fre- arms or other offenſive weapons, watches, 
or other valuable effects, be found upon them, 


. all means ſecure them, and take | in wilt 
Ing, ; 


—— —— — 3 = — 


nk... — 
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| ——— ave accels tg them, nor ſuffer them to ſen 
— ANY. meſfa e or to make any alteration in thei 


- ” — <ge— = pony ord — 5 ven 
44 —— —_ 
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ns 7 e actneſs, the firſt accaunt 
th theralelyes, and how they came 
ANG thin : theſe T have known lead to 
uſeful. Ace ele. And be ſure to give a 
W agen charge, to the keeper of the round- 


al woes ſe der, to whoſe care you deliv 
ſuffered to ou Or r, y er 
alter their ur Peet 4 uy that he nether let any perſon 


dy Hak 7 fore they are brought before a ſuf- 


tice.; for the Adeas of perſons are g 1 on 
nected U "the colour and 1 Log 
cloathing ; ſü that a change of dreſs. may 


x diſgui 3 under which they may eſcap 

- vice, And of this they are ſo all e, 525 
£ Thave known yery extracndinir means mate 
/ uſe of to obtain other wigs and cloaths, un- 

der, the pretence of n 8 decent and 
clean before the juſtice. | 

Of i impri-_ Be cantious of taking into cuſtody in thi 
foning f night, and imprifoning, men of credit upon 
wn in fr rect-ſquabbles. * Tf neither uurſelves nor | 
the night. yaw” watch ſaw the peace broke, nor an. 
violence or apparent as it upon the 
"parties complainipg, it is beſt not to be too 
"officious, Yanthou a charge your watchmen 
not to be impertitzent, nor ſquabble with choſe 
they onght to n We.  hamiely pe people of 
Fer Pee by liquor. I habe ſeen — 
men migh ghty 7 in takipg priſoner the 
-: *firmple breaker of a lantern, with no other 
(ac bat to raiſe a contribution in the morn- 
e whilft e and rogues, tl che true {i 


33 3. A 12 821. * 


44 3 
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jects c 1 attention, g — paſſed byiun- | 
noticed and unapprehended. Nay, members 
of Nene have deen 4 elect ade don 


a ad; je night's. Da ney "—_— thoſs e 
officers have ſubjected themſelves to grievous 
cenſure for theit iookh cee 
behaviour. © e oth Dre * 
As the 3 "of on upon "their Of your 
nightly watch has been the frequent ſubje&t 8 
of ridicule, and as the abſurd behaviour f houfe. 
many officers, either through groſs ignorance, | 
Nen, or drunkenneſs, hath; no doubt 
deſerved ſuch treatment; I beg of you te do 
ever y thing in your power to correct fuch 
abuſes, and to reftore credit and conſequence = 
to your office. Calmly inquire into the me- 
rits of every matter brought before yow-3 
fix your attention upon the offence complain - 
ed of, and loſe not light of it on account of. 
any improper behaviour in the: partie gieing 
Ven lam tigne Han - How | 
Beware of the errour too. 8 among A Conſta- 
officers,. of bringing their. friends, as they dle dee 


to invite 


term it, to give them a watch-night. This his friends 
not only tends to drunkenneſs, but often *2 * rh 
Feder a filly: deſire in the officer to ſhaw | Houſe. 
friends what great authority he ig.inveſted . 
with; and he becomes in earnelſt, What che 
Joke calls him, the abſolute monarch of the 
night, at the expence of being, not only 
laughed at for his folly, * afterwards call. | 


ed 


, — — 
K — 
* 
- 
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———— A—Ä—7ũ— äw, 
— 


oY * — 
— — —  }. 


L TY 


ed to account at Weſtminſter-hall for bi im, 


. Prudence. or: than | 
Strangers © Keep your qvatelichonſe: cler of e 


22 = who' have no real buſineſs there, Dirty ſolici- 


into the tors too often mix with complainants before 


_ the Conſtable; and if he trips in the merits 
of the caſe, as by this means the parties in- 
jured may be known to ſuch pettifoggers, 
they will not fail to ſpirit up an el * 
N Were che C wen 


- mo The apprehending felons ond. belagine 
felons,” them to zaltice, is of ſo great conſequence to 
the Public, that the common law authorizes 
private perſons to perform that ſervice: But it 
is your immediate and indiſpenſable duty, 
who are ſelected by the conſtitution of your 
country, and bound by a ſolemn oath, to ex- 
ert yourſelves in this important truſt, of pre- 
ſerving the lives and properties of your fel- 
low - ſubjects: The law hath armed you with 
all neceſſary power to do this duty with ſafety 
Hue and to yourſelves :- You have power to raiſe hue 
. and cry, with horſe and foot, to ſearch all 
67:45) 5 places, and break open doors in the 
purſuit of felons ; and to extend this purſuit 
to every pariſh round you, by giving- notice 
co their reſpective Conſtables. The ſtatute 
of the 8th of his preſent -Majeſty, cap. 16. 
: 3 that if any Conſtable or lead- 

ugh, within the hundred wherein 
| kept arg — reſuls' 6 or ne eject 


0 


F 
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- 
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(13˙) 
to make hiie and cry after felons, with the 
utmoſt expedition, as ſoon as he ſhall receive 
notice thereof, he ſhall, for every ſuch refu- 
ſal or neglect; forfeit the ſum of five pounds. 

The wiſdom of the law hath here provided 
a ſtrong check. upon rogues: but the igno- 
rance or inactivity of ſubordinate officers ren - 

ders it ineffectual. A purſuit ſo immediate 
would be very dreadful to rogues, as the 
being once well deſeribed would render their 
clcape next to impoſſible. Secreſy in com- 
mitting, and eaſy means of eſcaping, are the 

great incentives torobberies : and one may 
venture to aſſert, that if this ſtatute were 
executed with a vigilance equal to the wiſ- 
dom of its formation; highway-robberies,/ 

the depredations of foot pads, and burglaries, | 
in the country eſpecially, would ceaſe. For a 
detection would follow the heels of villainy- 

ſo cloſely; that to rob and be taken would be 
almoſt the ſame thing: perhaps moſt of the 
felonies in this kingdom are/ owing to the 
non- execution of this excellent law. Ihle 
= has very, pr udenthy rendered warrants 55 00 : 

pprehend -felons- unneceſſary, as fuch a 

A might be the eſcape of the offenders, 

Your conſideration extends only totwothings, Two 
firſt, that a felony has been really corninitted] things to 


arid; ſecondhy, that thei perſon-you aireſt-is 3 


perly:ſuſpeRed. - The firſt of theſe is ab- ph 
ſolutely necffary to quſtify an arreſt ; a. miſs 3 
take here is fatal; but an errout in there» 


cond is excuſable in che law. In order to 
"373 Y D : keep 


4 


a | ( 16: ) EY 
| keep y ourſelves as clear as poſſible in the diſ- 
prot of this part of your office, whatever 
perſon brings you an account of a robbery, : 
and vrhere che felon is, examine well if he 
informs upon his on knowledge, or on the 
report of another: if his own k no. - 
ledge, charge him in the king's name to aid 
and aſſiſt you; if upon the report of ano 
ther, extend your enquiry to him, and act 
in the fame manner: by this means you 
produce to the magiftrate your priſoner and 
Warrants his accuſer at the fame time. But in all 
nes of caſes of ſuſpicion, not from your own know- 
ſuſpicion. ledge, the ſafeſt way 1 to refer the parties 
to a } of the and act upon his 
warrant. And this ig the advice of iny lord 
chief Hales, founded 
this — that the A fo 
cannot properly be transferred to another 
without the circumſtance of an outh, which 
the Conſtable has no power to adminiſter. 
Danger of As the law will ſeverely punith, by ãndict- 
2 ic ments and heavy fines, your neglect or refu- 
cape. ful to purſue and apprehend felons; ſo ĩt will 
| be infinitely more ſevere, if after you havt ap- 
prehended them, you ſuffer — av of ckeaſy. 
Dae do this ——— und 60 de t 
through negligence may . 
tion 40%: ſhall end in your ruin ed a 
_ --,, Conſtable is ine rcuſable in ſuffering an ef 
cupe, as the la has given him pomer to ſe- 
dure his priſoner, by calling in ſuch help as 
— e7 to diſarm 3 


£589 - 
his priſoner, I have ahready obſerved that a 
thorough ſearch of a felon. is of the utmoſt _ 
conſequence. to your, own. ſafety, and the be- 
geit of the Public, as by this means he will 
be deprived of inſtruments of miſckict, 4 
evidence may probably be found on bim ſuf- 
ficient to convict. him, of Which, it he has 
either time or opportunity allowed him, = 
will be ſure; to find ſome means to get rid t 
of; this I have knewn many inſtances. 
After the apprebending of a felon, be as Caution 


expeditious as — 


poſſible in * 2 _ — 
to a magiſtrate, and take care lons out 
Gght of him, I have knöwn — cake "_ 
00 much to the integrity and care of pet- | 
— "0 afhit them; and others make 
a, temporary priſen of theit α 5 for 
(hope conſideration of taking a few dirty 
illings, if they were in the; public, way: 

this has given a gang an uni 
ſemhbling, and if got of eſſecting a 1 

at leaſt -' preparing an artful defence. A. 
22 take care to lee, your pri: 
Gner ſafely delivered to the gaoler, nor truſt 
felon to the cars of a runder to a priſon: 
2.45. the law requires him IN * 
orttion will dictate the ceſt. 55 
* EET as I et : 

c „is an important part of our public 
— * in which I ſhall recommend 4 


Jowing ** n 9 9 
N Ray 5 . 5 1 


bn 


wy 


6.89 
Of the Firſt, The public pavements. This regard 


pave- * ſafety of all manner of carriages, 
ments. 


and is 
of the utmoſt importance to a trading eity; 


and thoſe who are negligent in repairing the 
pavement- before that doors, do in fact err 
againſt common prudence, as well as againſt 
the laws of their country ; ſince whatever 
caſualty ariſes from this neglect, either to per 
ſons or carriages, the * requires the p arti- 
cular damage at their hands, —— perfonaliao- 
tion, as well as indictment in the crown- 
office. This is not meant to ineite you ts 
preſent your neighbours in the crown-offics 
bor every trifling hole in the pavement; or to 
do it at any time; without previouſly remon- 
ſtrating to them in a friendly and candid 
manner. If this fails, you are not to re- 
'gard their diſpleaſure, but to do Fer e 
by a proper preſentment.” 
Of Iz ming ' Another” annoyance to a ſite: pilliee'd in 
_— Chis town is, the liberty people take to make 
free. "Warehouſes of the ſtreets,” foe timber, empty 
-caſks; bticklayers rubbiſh lying "from month 
to month, without either wateh or light, te 
the overthrowing of eoaches, and endange ting 
the lives and limbs of the ſubjects. Sheds. j 
ting out from the ſhops, and cellars broke 
out into the foot-way, do alſo greatly annoy 
0 the paſſages of this metropolis. Theſe are 
under your ſpecial care, and it is your duty 
4 e your fellow-ubjeas: try then firſt 
What er K to —— 
; | enders 


. 


+ % 4 TIN . 
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fenders will do: * fail, de 189 


the Juſt effect of their obſtinaey. 0 0 


Un 116013 51 ee Had Bino + & (1 O54 Bine 104 


Another nuiſanes i is carmen riding upon 


Carmen 


their carts, and briekmakers in their wag- eg > 


„ ON 


gons, going full trot if} the?ſtreets / of this carts. 


town and the roads hear it. Theſe do great 
ly endar er not only coiches, but the lives 
of infirm-perſons; : "ag children The reme- 
dy for t this dane des incudttepey it entirely 
in your power; for by the ſtatute" of the 

7th' of his preſent” Majeſty it Is enacted, 
That if the driver of any waggon, cart, cat, 
_ dray,” or other N 6 not having ſome 
other ſon on Fot, or on horſeback, to 


ide the ſame” (soch carriages as are reſpec- 


ively. drawn by one horſe only; or by two 
bett, n and are conducted by ſome 
perſon holding the reins of ſuch herſe or 
1 orſes, exctpted,) or if the driver 6f an 
e any part of any ſtre 
| 3 ſhall, by negligence or wilfull 
miſbehavicur, cauſe any huft er datnage to 


e er being thereon; any 
ing in ary of i the" caſes 


blend. 


without" any other warrant, be ap prebended 
by any perſon” who'ſhall ſee the 
mitted and being convicted 2 u 
Cconfeflisn;' or the bath e 
one Juſtice of the/petice, ſhall frfeit at ſum 
mot exebeding ten thillitigs;” 6+ Hall ibe Com- 
mitted to the hoale4of correction foray 


eFIOTT IS] | 7 | time 


aforeſaid, may by authority of this Act, and 


os . 


time not exceeding Jac. BOD at the direc⸗ 
tion of ſuch juſtice ; and if he perſon ſo ap- 
prehending be not a Conſtable, he ſhall im- 
maedistely convey. and deliver ſuch offender 
— to a Conſtable, in order to his being conveyed 
before a juſtice. And by the ſtatute of the 
zoth of his preſent Majeſty it is alſo enacted, 
That if the, river of any carriage whatſoever 
in the city of London or Weſtminſter, or bills 
of mortality, mall, by negligence, or, wiltul 
miſbebaviour, prevent, hinder, or interrupt 
22 — — ona Majeſty's ſubjects, every 
h Driver, being convicted upon confeſſion, 
the. oath pf one witneſs, before one Juſ- 
ce, ll loge not twenty 
or ſhall. be committed to the houſe 
1 45 auen or ther wo bot any time 
1 . one « wax er 


 qxertion, therefore, pf, the power veſted, in 
Fo wal on gu W ke pi, 
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infamous creatures drawn in to loſe the lis 


they have, and then to pilfer from their maſter 
or friends, either to ſup ly the lofs, or repeat 
their folly. As this is betting 4 and ws 
at unlawful games, the offenders are by the 
14th of his preſent" Majeſty dedared 
and 'vagabonds, | and puniſfiable as ſuch.” 


deg of you ſpare them net; 1 


ou Wes with them, never” fail to appre- 
nd and carry mem before 4 


magiſtrate, 
deing eareful either to ſee them playing your- 


ſelves, or produce Tome — ofit and by 
doing this effectually yeu will be the happy 
inſtruments of ſavin thouſands of unwary 
children' from rein, 55 re * 
| Froſuhe Hopriay and e " 'A unh 
viuiſunce, and a ſcandal it is to a chriſtian 
country. This is a vice for Which no 
can be made; it is as unprofitable 48 1 ts 
wicked, and were the law put into vi 
execution, the fear of immediate puniſh- 
ment would produce that reformition which, 
alas! the commands of the Supreme on 
are too weak to effect. Upon 
duty lies; — of you; the 
dum commands it under ſevere penalties; and 
à due extertien ef your office in this reſpe 
would ſoon baniſfi fwearing/and hotrid im- 
Precations from our ſtreets, One cautiop you 
are to obſerve, viz. Hat, if the party fyres 
ing be known te you, «warrant isab{6h 


Fore wat as Ms 5 


Profane 


ſwearing 
and cur- 


hog. 


then 


millings 
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then you may directly apprehend bim with<; 
out proceſs. The penalty upon offenders is, 
for every oath of a gentleman five ſhillings,, 
if under the degree of a gentleman two ſhil- 
lings, and for every labourer and ſervant ons. 
ſhilling, or ten, days impriſonment in Bride- 
well with hard labour, and a penalty of forty. 
gs upon the Conſtable, who hearing 
any perſon ſwear, refuſes or neglects to ap- 
prehend him. Theſe penalties go wholly to 
the poor of the pariſſi where the offence is 
committed, except the forty e want 
K which goes to the eee, Rf 5 


- Amongſt other almoſt enable anderes 


are the ſwarms of beggars under various diſ- 


guiſes of, wretchednelſs artfully. put on to ex- 


: 5 - cite compaſſion in weak minds. Theſe are 


burthens to our minds as well as purſes z and 


although generally complained of, are almoſt 


as generally relieved. - Oar laws are amply 
ſufficient to cure this evil, and your duty 
well executed in this reſpe& will be at leaſt 
a great check to it: the law has given you 
not 4d power to apprehend them without 
proceſo, but alſo aſſigned you, in order to 


quicken, your, diligence, a reward upon the 
commitment of every vagabond, and inflicts 
a penalty of ten ſhillings upon you for every 
neglect of this kind. Be therefore more 
cateful to diſcharge your duty, for by the 


| 7 — of the peace officers a charge of 


* Pounds per Ann. and h 


60 23) 
nt for ſeveral years paſt accrued to the 
county of Middleſex, while the evil ſtill re- 
mains. I ſhall only add this caution, be 
careful when you apprehend ſuch vagrants, 
that they have either begged in your own 
view, or en van e wennn of ee, 0 


BH A VI NG en you in be We | 
of your duty which do not require warrant 
or proceſs, I ſhall now mention ſome neceſq— 
fary hints for your behaviour to thoſe from 
whom you deriue n. "row . 1 in 
Thoſe ay e, 1118 | 

The Sheriffs, 1 38 en! att: 

The Juſtice of the peace, and em 

++Your High-conftable. J aft gale ee 

ITheſe, in their reſpective bw Ss * ju- | 
rſdietions, you are 10 law bound to doc with 


+ d+ - 


But e power the Seflions; Sheri; A Confta.. 
© Gates and Juſtice hath over you, their ble's duy | 
reſpective. commands are ſignified by war- nne Se- 
rants under their hands and ſeals (except nog ; 
Juſtice be with you) and as a careful 
ſal of every warrant will be a good directory, 
this part of your office is leſs: Fable to errour, 
than where your own. diſcretion is the oy 
guide. 

The juſtices of the peace, aſſembled = 

their ſeſſions, may, with great 1 | 

deemed the council of the c for the 
= 


' <4 
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rvation- of the peace and d order of 
gs if it be your duty to Cry bye obe- 
dience to the warrants and orders of every 
rticular magiſtrate; how much more is it 
incumbent upon you to exert yourſelves in 
the execution of ſuch warrants and te as 


come from them in a collective body? 


- Of the 
common ceſſes, and immoralities of the numerous fairs 


fairs about 


town. 


Thoſe who viewed the debauchery, ex- 


about town; a few years ſince, ſaw them the 


bane of the youth of both ſexes, and a great 


cauſe; of robberies. The ſuppreſfion of thoſe 
finks of vice and idleneſs was ardently wiſh- 

ed by every good mind, and happily effect - 
ed by the ſteady reſolution of the ——— 6 
of this county, under the conduct of that 


worſhipful gentleman ho for ſo many years 


hath filled the chair at Hicks's-hall' with 
ſuch integrity and abilities, and whoſe mo- 
deſty, while I am mentioning facts of public 
notoriety, there is no reaſon why I ſhould 
offend by naming him: By this great and 


good ſervice, near eighty days in the year, 


— to idleneſs . ice, are een 


reſtored to induſtry. 
The barbarous APW of cock-throwing, 
. eſtabliched by time immemorial, excluſive 
of great danger to the limbs and lives 5 
of the ſubjects, paſſing and repaſfing upon 


their lawful occaſions reflects a charac- 


ter of eruelty upon the nation. This has 
been ſucceſsfully attacked by the ſame wor- 


| bs . 


owing 
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- owing. to your neglect if their laudable 

reſolutions do not produce the effect they ſo 
well deſerve. _ 


The fame. worthy 1 have alſo, reh 


by a ſtanding order of ſeſſions, required your 
alſiſtance in ſuppreſſing gaming, and other da 
diſorders, on the Lord's day, carried on in 
the fields next adjoining to the town, moſt 
Sundays in the ſummer ſeaſon; and that too 
in the time of divine ſervice. Indeed, great 
is the ſcandal which, ariſes ta the) parents and 
malig of 7 thus employed; 12 ous out 
of regard to their tempotal intereſt, if they 
are wicked enough to extend cher concern 
no farther, ought to be careful to inculcate 
religion and, good principles in the minds of 
thoſe. they are obliged to intruſt with their 
property; inſtead of which, here they are 
aſſociated with gamblers, pickpockets, and 
other abandoned wretches. And. what can 


he the product of, ſuch commerce, ber a a 


ace of thieves, fatal to their maſters, who 
ban baſcly deſerted the truſt repoſed in them; 


or to their parents, who, I may ſay, with a 


helliſh cruelty neglecting their on offspring, 
leave them an 6205. prey to vice and miſery; 
and, in time, objects, perhaps, of dead and 
terrour to ſociety ? Do you, as fathers, maſ- 
ters, and guardians of youth, co-operate with 
the magiſtracy, and give your utmoſt aid to 


ſuppeeſsſach.glanngfrocmities.:.! Suberme, = | 


upon the whole, to recommend to you a re- 
* and i harge of fuch 


orders 


* 


"if 26 ) | 
orders as you ſhall receive from ſeſſions, as 
the beſt method of -preſerving peace and re- 


| e in a county ſo Popalous as Middleſex. 
Obedi- The ries diſcharge of\ your duty i in obeying 


- ence to 


x "hay the warrants of the Sheriff, is of no leſs con- 
riff. ſequence to the Public, than advantage to 
yourſelves; for, at the fame time that it im- 
preſſes upon the minds of the common peo- 
ple a true ſenſe of the ſtrength and conſe- 
quence of the civil power, it will alſo ren- 
der the execution of your office more ſafe 
Behaviour and eafy. Let your behaviour at public 
at public executions be fack as may do credit to your- 
—_— ſelves and your office; obey the ſheriff, or 
his ſubſtitute; preſerve the king's peace; and 
ſuffer not a mob to extend puniſhment be- 

no the juſt ſentence of the law. 
Of re- Great complaints have been made by the 


IC ſheriffs a the conſtables” liſts of perſons 


ſerve on qualified to ſerve on juries, as defective - 


Juries. point of form, omitting the names of 
' Jons qualified, and inſcribing thoſe of 
ple dither dead, or removed out of the ith 
or place mentioned in the returns. Theſe 
 bregularities, I apprehend, ariſe from the 
negligence of the conſtables, who too often 
truſt this affair to their beadles, or tranſcribe 
their returns from thoſe made by the conſta- 
bles of the preceding year. But though it 
may be right for the conſtable of the preſent 
year to obtain a copy of his predecefier $ lift 
15 bis information, yet having obtained "his 


(27 


his buſineſs is carefully to inſpect it, in order 
to leave out the names of thoſe that are dead 


or removed, and to inſert ſuch as are come 
into his pariſh ſince the laſt return. It will 
be needleſs to give you the qualifications of 
jury men, as you always have a precept fro: 
your high-conſtable, and that contains a full 
directory; but remember that you are to de- 
liver ſuch liſts upon your oaths, that they 
contain a true account of all perſons qualified 
to ſerve upon juries in your reſpective pariſh- - 
es and places, to the beſt of your knowledge. 
You will do well” to confider how you can 
acquit yourſelves of perjury, if you take this 
oath without a diligent and careful inquiry; 
for ſurely you cannot ſafely ſwear to a return 
of your beadles, or from a copy of any other 
erſon's liſt, 'I ſhall only add, that in your 
| liſts you ought carefully to inſert the chriſtian 
and ſur-names, occupation, and place of 
abode, of every perſon you return; for if 
you fail in this, his ſheriffs officers will not 
be able to find out the perſons to ſummon 


N 1 s 

tem. 
e *Þ 
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» 


i The coroner's warrants you are obliged to To the 
execute, as well in ſummoning juries, as ap- coroner. 


prehending perſons charged with, or ſuſpect- 
ed of, murder. In your ſummoning the ju- 

ries, I am ſorry to ſay it, very indifferent 
people, both of character and worth, have 
been called upon them: and this, I am told, 
ariſes from the teſentment of the conſtables: 


for if a tin #7. fellow, en 

one .of them, he is reſerved, by WAY of pu= 

nichment, to attend the coroner” $ juries. 

10 is the firſt inquiſition for the diſcovery o 
urders,” and of the hi gheſt conſequence to 

ſociety, men of Giite ug character ſhould 


conſtitute . this s Jury, On, theſe occaſions,” 
therefore, la as pal facrifice Nen T . 


! the: Bu ie good... 


i 
14 3 


ments to 


de deck. enytherates he ſeveral 1 at large, pre- 
ons and ſentable by you, "at the 8e ſhops. and Gr 
8 Jutics, it will be needleſs to repeat them ſe⸗ 
erally hires 1 ſhall 9 Witt Jou to. * 
ſer ve proper form in iſt | 
tian and ſu e of the 0 Wale 1 
cupations and! places 0 Gl e; womet 
ther 6 ng 1 or. wid lows, . 
If you preſent, upon your own knowledge, 


Prefent- As your. Precept from your TY Gant, ; 


either 10 705 or gaming houſes, mention — 


Jong. they have been kept, and let re: 
5 be abſclute. 1 onl ly vp3n 55 
Port of others, then mention them as 0 
13 ſo. And if your return be for 
pavement, mention as near as ou can, the 
ength and preadch, and the perſon 8 chriſtian 
E ſurname, before whoſe door it is 3 or the 
landlord's, if. the houſe be eme, e 


thi 
be o 


” As tele ſeems to be a, general neglect. of 
his 1 8 patt of your duty, although it 
f che utmoſt importance to the well. 


Beere of -this town, it will: be. proper. to 


3 ? of 


- 


ag | 


| of the beer 
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etiquire whit is the beet One thing le 
evident, that the few preſentments now made 
are left a dead letter in the 'crown-office { 
— indeed, a charge of about forty fh. 
upon the delinquents, if they alt able 
eee in not, ks wen roy ith 1 mty. 


whoſe mige prion, Wente 251 
fmce, produced 4 dangerous riot, ' ant 
moſt aelelt and ahju! abufe upon e 
miniſtration that wales ever invented this 
fellow, I ſay, did, artfully ifiinng the nan 
His aufe; 550 at other 
times, by enterin Petrande in the crown 
_ offfice, (ths kb <hatys fer per dick not. 
aps, exceed eight por anniitn 
0 Cr. y catry on his bawdy Houte, for yea 
lille, 9 "Prin ' at's 
eng er the and juch * 
time. I do ft  mierition! © Gy 0 Me 
any reflexion of Sohne or n 5 855 
upon the agents of the crpwn office ; 16 fat 
from it, that 1 am ſenfible it tops of courſe, 
if no proſecutor appears th catty 155 1 — 


t 
ment into Exectition ; for it would be ud W- 

fur to etpcet the agents of that" office"to 
carry on! profetttions at” their own erpence, 
as it would be to requite it from the conſta- 
bles theiniſelves.” Iadeed, "7 all the preſent- 
ments in the crown office. were indiſctimi- 
nately and "ab(Ghutely put into their brmoſt 
force; forthe great, and botorfous evils would 


be ceinedied! : but great — alſo might 


ariſe 


| ( 30 ) 
ariſe to individuals; as malice, private pique, 
and reſentment, might find. gratification, / at 
the expence, or perhaps to the ruin, of fa- 
milies quite innocent, or of others whoſe of- 
fences were too inconſiderable for public pro- 
ſecution. But ſurely this does not hinder 
the propriety (I may ſay, abſolute. neceſſity) 
of. a diſtinction : let thoſe whoſe: crimes 
are of that notoriety as to endanger the pub- 
lic peace and fafety be brought to juſtice at 
the public expence. Whether then the 
conſtables finding their preſentments totally 
VVT 
ked neighbours . produced perſonal reſent- 
ment from them, without the leaſt utility or 


benefit to the public ſervice ;; or the conſta- 
ble, from indirect practices, ſcreening thoſe 
who. were moſt; worthy of puniſhment, and 
2 leſſer evils to keep up the outward 
face af care and diligence, might bring theſe 
proſecutions in the crown- office into diſuſe, 
P know not; but certain it is, in the preſent 
ſtats. of things, the ſolemn. inquiry of the 
Grand Jury, ſworn and aſſembled, and con- 
veping the conſtables of the whole town be- 
| Hre dem, is of 90 manner of uſe. , The 
conſtables of Coyept-Garden do,. upon their 
oaths,. fay, there; are 50 brothels in their 
pariſh.; and that there are no gaming-houſes 
in Weſtminſter the conſtables of that city all 
agree in; and, if the reſt of the conſtables 

are to be belieyed, there is hardly. a pave- 
ment out of repair in the whole town. Thus, 
4 TS WIT IONS 8 #4 
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in the eourt-hotiſe how righteous, "I ors; 


derly, how well governed, do we appear to 
bel Bot mark what follows! "= Grand 


Juryrman's coach is broke by bad 

avement, in his return home; Whores pub. 
licly Myite you to their nocturnaf revels itt” 
-Covent-Garden ; and hoylſes, of {ar os far” 4 
all degtees; are, alas? tov readily found. 

Let me conjure you to do ode duty wi with 
the diligence af honeſt men, bound by” a 
ſolemn oath; and whatever defects may 
after wards appear, exert yourſelves in the 
firſt inſtanet ; for you,. "HAIR Is the” 
foundation vo piocced upon. 
But theſe defects, in reſpe 
houſes, bawdy houſes, and a 
are provided for by a late act of 
„ this law, if two inhabitants w 5 
and bear lot in the place where ſuch” guming ye e: 
houſes, &c. ate kept, do give y i e 
writing, ſignifying the name fy the — 
who ſhall* keep any ſuch diſorderly houſe, 
as afbreſaid; you ate forthwith to go w 
ſuch inhabitants before a juſtice; and . 
are to make ' oath' that they do believe the” 
contents of ſuch notice true; and enter into 
a recognizance of twenty pounds each, to 

give; or procure, erk evidence agaitift 
che es A of ſuch houſes at the next ſeſb- 
ions. ou eee 9 enter into « 
r&ognizance- thirty in roſecute 
_ the law with effect N a1 a 


7 — . „ 
o pay ſcot, dg hou- 


cliarges; | being fri del nn, . | 


* 


(: . 


the peace, are to be paid you by the ovet- 11 
ſeerd of the Pariſh , AER ons Was 
committed, upon, pe: their, . 
feitin Souls N ſum. _y ary is here 

forced by a heavy penalty, which. FU... , 
25 b i eee a ten 


Ihe iu 
famous e But ju nhappily. the erer 
cution of this excellent lam requires the in- 
formation” « two. houſe-keepers, who pay 
ſcot, and bear lot in the pariſh where tha 
offence is committed: and ſuch is the dread 
and terror every man is under of incurring 
us odious dame of informer, that few.pro- 
utions have been commenced upon this 
This the baw ds ſaw, and 1 12 2 
ſelves « of. it, by, returning openly and alone 
lickly to 7 acts of proſtitution; and one 
of ben, with an impudence agreeable bo 75 
er £ ling, publickly, advert q, Ss ſhe, 
it 1 Was 


633) 


was removed Gui the-Praz2zas Covent-Gar- 


den to Bowbiftreet which ſhe alſo inſcribed 
under het ſign; and that ſtreet is now almoſt 


filled with = fame infamous houſes. - Poſ-- - as a7 
be cured by | 


ſibly this inveterate evil might 
veſting the magiſtrate with a power to act in 


reſpect to. bawdy-houſes as by the ſtatute of 


33 H. 8. he is — to do by gaming 
houſes: namely, to ſearch for and commit 
the offenders upon his own: certain vie: by 
this means the plea of want of information 
would be removed, and if after this theſe 


brothels, the nurſeries of all manner of 


wickedneſs, : ſhould: ſill exiſt; the blame 


2 rer. 1 n beer the magiſ- | 


OO. Rt 1 * 23. ee 
* 


o 
: 7 . 8 Fr 


Lay your. as je 10 Ss magiſtrates in 481 


behaviour 
to the ma- 


giſtrates. 


. be ; reſpe&ful and 
teach the common people ſubordin ation to 
vourſelves, by the example of your own be- 
hayiour to your ſuperiors. Never officiouſſy 


make yourſelves parties in any complaint you | 


-bring beforetthe magiſtrate; and, unleſs you 
— kr 


ithers, muſt bring the reſentment of one par- 


ty upon you, and, if you judge ill, leſſen 
-your conſequence, you _—_ 4 | 


 ferve it, in eye of the erg rel gon. 


; | b. 
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ue 


* 
8 


be ſilent. When you are called _ ey 


upon, ſpeak .impartially.. Othcious behaviour, 
in intereſting yourſelves in the diſputes of o- 5 8 


r . rr Ro” oe 


— 
—— 


———̃ —— ro Þ 


Without 
carry in 


- him before Fant, and ſuch warrant is liable to be called 


bet) 


Expediti-. «Roi comic le run n rants ou | 
_— receive with all poſſible expedition; and 
Warrants. bring the offenders, as ſoon as yoù can, to 
"As: the complaint. If you act as you 
ought - to do, you will acquire reſpect 
and eſteem with thoſe you principally have 
to deal with; and this will give you oppor- | 
tunities to do great good. Little offences, 
viewed by perſons of fiery ſpirits through the 
medium of paſſion and reſentment, are 
rally productive of warrants, the moſt bur- 
thenſome part of your office : but by gentle- 
neſs and perſuaſion, you may moderate ſuch 
ſpirits, and ſend thoſe away friends, WhO 
met almoſt mortal enemies. It is, indeed, a 
cheap way of venting paſſion; for if the 
common had not chis method of diſſi- 
pating their ſpleen, abſolute ruin would ſuc- 
_ ceed to thouſands of families from expenſive 
law foits; whereas, warrants, their ſervice 
and diſcharge, are eaſy methods of reconcili- 
* conſta. ation. But aſter you have arreſted any per- 
e is not ſon upon a warrant, be careful, though the 
to diſ- 
chates his PRs r e how you diſcharge your 
priſoner priſoner upon that preſumption; for the la 


requires you to make a return to your war- = 


« magil- for as evidence in the courts. above: your 
an, allety thepefore requires you tocarry che par- 
ties before a magiſtrate, that the diſcharge 


may be regularly indorſed on 'the back of the 
warrant. 


In 


6350) 

In the ſervice of warrants, as you are In Io what 
ſworn officers, the law does not zequlre you — 
to ſhew your warrant, when you act in your ne nor 
reſpective pariſhes and places, although it be how hi. 
demanded by the perſon youarveſt'; but you * aaa 
ought to acquaint the party with t 
of it, — Porter be a — 
that he 0 of ſen 

| and renting” — juſtice, 

But if you — of your pariſh, you mnt In what 
ud. Warrant, if it be demanded. Von . 
will allo obſerve, that if you arreſt any perſon mt ſhew | 
before a warrant be iſſued, though the aceuſer nin war- 
afterwards procure one, yet — will not 
juſtify you, nor prevent an action of Falſe 1 Peron 


not to be 


impriſonment. In arreſting an arreſted 
ſon upon a — fork a ſuffi i without a 
to him, to tell him, that you +arreſt him in 
the King's name; and ſhew him your pooket = 
Naff or truncheon, as the nn 
mark of the office you bear. 
Pou will — phe that if. after Eich Of arch. 
arreſt; you ſuffer the to go at ing a ſe- 
eicher upon your Pp en 3 5 4 
or any promiſe from others that he ſhall ap- who 
pear, and he fails therein, you eangot e „ e 
arreſt him upon the ſame e ; whereas, ** 
on the contrary, if the party eſcape from | 
you by his on act, or is reſcued by the vio- 
lence of others, you: may "purſue him, even 
into another county noe frets carer | 
the fam warrant, ©" ae R1 Ye 


* r 5 Fs wo Pk 
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a , — 9 o 


=" ; K-14 45 7. 1 > 
RY XY ** 7 3 . z + 
* 


As 


. ³˙ ¹ü A D!, — — 


FCC ²˙ m 5 ye pe erg ee Er ä > oa og i EE IE; 
: ; ; 
- 


0 3600 


IK Ane 37 


Flow fr As * law nee "Rood, . confuble 
ecuting Was anſwerable for falſe im priſonment, if he 
W executed a warrant in caſes en the j | 
© had no juriſdiction; and yet, at the Ste 
time, was indictable for refuſing. to obey; 
and, in determining both We in 
the law was much too ambiguous: and un- 
certain, conſidering the riſque the conſtable 
was to run. But 5 abſurdity not only of 
placing the judgment of the inferior over 
the ſuperior, but alſo of puniſhing the _ 
for obeying and for diſobeying, is by a late 
ſtatute removed; and now you are concern- 
ed only in the execution of warrants: but 
| 10 be careful to have your warrants properly 
diſcharged, and preſerye them with care 
when they are; — the defendant, or his 
attorney, has a right to demand a copy and 
peruſal of ſuch warrant; which, if you re- 
fuſe, an action of falſe impriſonment, it the 
watrant be illegal, will lye againſt you; 
whereas, upon your giving ſuch copy within 
ſix days after demand, and permitting the 
| '- = thereof; the-Juſtice muſt-- abide by 
the conſequence of NET; and ene 
1 re T4. bb 


4 


.T 


tre. Is u of 0 common n aſſaults, 8 


people of by petty quarrels amongſt neighbours of ere- 
dom va. it and fortune; your on us ſenſe will tell 


from v 


gabonds you that you are to hold a different-candugt 


in execut- from what you are to obſerve if the warrants 


ing war- 


Tants. 7 A | g were 


— — —— — f rern — 
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were againſt vagabonds: for though the lar 


makes no diſtinction of perſons, prudence 


doth; and as the: intention of the law is the 
bringin g the party before the magiſtrate to 
anſwer the complaint, this will be as effectu- 


ally, and much more genteelly, done ba | 
meſſage, ſignifying the complaint, and ap- 


pointing a time for the party to uappear to 


anſwer it, than by forcible means... 
=22qo07q; att: uinisgziaaln 01.0090 226 
tion of ſearch w 


and miſapprehenſions of peoꝑle; an 
times from worſe motives they: 


to be; Executed in the houſes of the innocent, 
and therefore caution and tenderneſs ſhould: 
always be uſed. With good nature acquaint 
the parties upon the warrant is to be 
executed, of the occaſion that ſuſpicion has 


* 
— 5 2 
2 


prudence is neceſſary in the execu- Of ex- 
ſun, at Mo by viſible day-lighit. As N | 1 


27 


* * bo 
domes! © or 
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them, for hich reaſon you are ohli 
your. wartant to ſearch, adviſing them, if any 
of the things ; ſtolen are in their cuſtody, to 
produce them voluntarily, and give evidence 
againſt the felon; for, if they, deny the” 
knowledge of them, and ſuch tiings ſhould 
upon ſearch be found, or evidenceafterwards; 
appear that they were in their cuſtody, the 
the goods, into & felonious intent, the c 
bak 8 ſequence 


- 


ged-byy | 


W 1 ? 
941 4. 
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— . — — auch nen —_— 
exttemel emefub in your:: ſearch; and that | 
in propottion to ———— 
5 the ge loi. Vour warrant tells you; if 
yau fim the. ding ſtoleng or any part vs 
them, you ure tu bring them and the parties; 
im whoſe; they! were: found, w an- 
ſwer before. the: Juftice;: ed Ant- omi. 
take may happen in af tainin 
ty, aways take with you © e 
1 Neuer 2 0 5 
—— reſuſed to open 425 
Procan- n i 
regs —— —— iner 
— g. to-ſuckiſtalen\goods asiyou take in the exe. 
on felon? Cntiam afin, wtf, Tlie lad ſtricxly 


— in order chat they may 

— — the trial of the 

at the identity of 

i yods wats, 

— — when) taken; auch place 

whicte:: i6aherefore: you: fuſfet- ſuch: 
- go-cven.curofryour! fight; yow weakenvyour: 

evident if you do. not — ie; — 

ſhouldi the be by accident, ort other 

wiſe loſigiyoware not. only anſtoerabit to the 

— en en dart 

proſcaution, but alſo tod the proſecutor 

for the value of the goods: — 1a 

| em 


inthe hunds ofthe Julie, amy" | 


2021799) mand; 
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mand; for as they were taken by you, the 
lawy requires them at your hands; and it isa 
new practice, and embarraſſes evidence, 
to make the Juſtice's office the warehouſe 
for ſtolen goods. And us the goods 08 _ 
upon - perſons charged with felony, or by 
: ſearch warrants, are, as the law vefciv'it; —4 

ce: after the j jury have returned their 

ä verdict, if the | priſoner be convicted, you 

are to deliver ſuch goods to —— 

on the contrary, if the priſoner be acquitted; 

ſuch goods revert to him, the cauſe of ſei- 

zure being diſcharged. But if any difficulty 

de ae concerning the reſtimion 1 
adviſe you to pray the direction of che court. DEW 
Vour duty 408 indeed abſolutely oblige ou 


to produce ſuch goods at —ů— eb b 


ter that is over, be careful how: us — 1 
them out of court, leſt you 1 ufer byvacs 
tions at law from both parties. 79690 
1aznew $6.1 05 ae 0 wean gl. onal d 
-,F-ſhalb here mention one general "rule ro break - 
the breaking open doors, as this x ing * 
im aſſiſting the officers of the reyenus; 'ag'We 
1 ſearch/ warrants, and ajpres 
| :5/Whereithe law 
powedraoyo — ron 
EY 9 — 


too the per R —— 
ina üszggis nume U eon 


| 


1 
then juſtifiable in uſing force, which you 
—— nden web demand 1 is er 
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A conſta- | : a ö 
. 119 . ht ye ret Warrants, onto: 


to at out do any .a&t-as.conſtable;.out of your reipective 
, 0: bis dl. pariſhes and places, except you are — 
appointed hy a Warrant, or aiding your high 
conſtable in the diſcharge of his duty. Ma- 
giſtrates may empower: any perſon: to ere 
cute their warrants within their juriſdiction; 
and the high conſtable has the ſame autho- 
rity. in every:pariſh in his diviſion as you have 
in your ſeparate pariſhes; and you _— 

art of that authority when you are with him. 
of 9 Mhen you receive warrants: directed g 
—_— - rally to — the Juſtice 
who: grants, or ſome other of his majeſty's 


2 ei- 

a direct · Juſtices of the peace, you are at liberty to 
convey your i priſoner e any Juſtice of the 
peace; but if it be ſpecial to bring the party 

before the-Juſtice who g 


1 


8 ranted the warrant, 

Lo von muſt bbey it: but-this; thougli the war⸗ 
pr th rant is good, is rarely: done, except in caſes 

"EE ermation is with 
the ſquſtiee, or for a purpoſe too mean toi be 
mention 8 as common 

wall y diſt wy | 


7 
uoworthy motive, FW. nen the un to. 
the f ormer. 1 
I you have had 8 any diſpute: or 8 Se 
E any perſon, I adviſe you to decline 2 
| ſerving any Warrant upon him, Or taking ſerving a 
him into cuſtody, if poflible ; but rather re- _— 
fer it to a brother officer; ſince if any per- — 3 
ſonal prejudice ſhould get the — of your 
. or grovoking Joe nguage ſhould 
make you tranſgreſs your duty, and an ac- 
tion be the conſequence, the former grudge 
Wan 0 a en en ee, of * 
aged : #3 ee * Sl 
1 ui as la 11 That: not te i en enn 
a When you arreſt upon a kn hoe and. 5 What a 
party. arreſted produces a ſuper/edeary, you are 2ntadle 
to compare ſuch ſaper ſedeas with the contents regard in 
of your warrant, 3. and. if you find; that the t* — * 
names of the plaintiff and defendant, and 2. 
the offence complained of, agree, you muſt 
directly diſcharge, your priſoner-: if they do 
not agree, either in the names or the offence, 
you are then to carry the party before — 
Juſtice; But if the offence be fęlony u 
your warrant, the ſuperſedeas muſt. jy — 
by two Juſtices of the peace; for one Juſ- 
tice of the peace cannot, by law, bail felony, 
And as the conſtables may not he acquainted 
with the nature of a ſuberſedeas: the follow 
ing is wre the form. ee run 
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MID D1 E 8E X. a 
6 Dothe Conſtables, A, 23/ 
„ | Whereas” Thomas Roe hath appeared 


N N 


. < before'i me, one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of 


the peace for the county aforeſaid, and 


e entered into ſureties for his perſonal ap- 
e pearance at the next general quarter ſeſ- 


6 ſions of the peace to be holden at Hick's- 

44 hall in St. John-ſtreet in and for the coun- 
<« ty aforeſaid, then and there to anſwer 
. the complaint of John Doe for aſſaulting 


<<. end beating the ſaid Jobm againſt the peace. 


„ hereof, to forbear to arreſt, impriſon, or 


_  *<, Theſe are therefore, in his Majeſty's 


* name, to will and require you,”: 6a fight 


*. otherwiſe moleſt, the ſaid John — ac- 
& count of the ſaid complaint, as you will an- 
_ ©. ſwer the contrary at your peril, Given 
_. morn As hand nd fear he” e HELOEC 


Of war- 
gants of 
diſtreſs. 


la the execution of watrarits af diſereſs, 
Grſt demand the ſum to be levied, If that 
be denied, then you are to ſeize ſo many of 
the goods as will be ſufficient to pay the con- 
tents of your warrant and the neceſſary ex- 


pence conſequent thereupon: but to do this, 


with as little hurt to the parties as poſlible, | 


let your "ſeizure be rather of ſuperfluities, 


aan PR 23. 


than neceſſuries; which goods ſo diſtrained 
you are to make ſale of after four days: and 
within eight days, deducting the ſum men- 
tioned in your warrant and reaſonable charges, 

Fender the overplus upon demand to — 


ey 


(#9 

whoſe goods you diſtrained; exc 
3 party penalty,” 3 —— with the 3 

charges, be ſooner paid. Obſerve that in this 
caſe you are obliged to ſhew your warrant, 
if the party demand it; and be careful not 
to exact unteaſonable charges; for this point 
being left by the law to your diſcretion,” if 
you are guilty of oppreſſion the injured per- 
ſon may have OR 'by an action 28 lult | 
as a 
7 When called upon by landlords to aſſiſt Of a. 
in ſeizing goods for rent, your duty is to =. Gam 
preſerve the peace, without intermeddlinę ; ſeizing for 
otherwiſe, except as to ſwearing the appraiſ- = rent. 
— if the rent be not paid in due time; a 

opy of which oath follows, as en from 
Shaw's . ye 

Wu do ſibear that will aithfully ap- 
praif and 2 the — 22 1 
treſs, and mentioned in the inventory to you 
Shewn, as between buyer and ſeller,” according 
to the beſt of your fell and — 
you ſhall not through Partiality,” Tntereft, oy 
ria iſe, over or under eſtimate the ſaid g. 


but you G. do your ered herein. 80 Het Ip 
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ts 1 * yourquare ring little trouble Quarter- 


IP 


beider a | 
to yourſelves at firſt will be of great benefit ing foldi- 
to them, and utility to the Publicans* for 
as the guards conſiſt of married and ſingle 

men, 15 of holes Table" to receive '{6ldiz 


fl ſome have conveniencies to lodge them; 
and 


— —ꝛ—— —— — — — _ 
4 n 


— 


* . _ yo 
r ᷑ . LC . CCS — 
— — — > — — 
— > I 


me reſpectixe companies, upon the gen 
temove, Who will inform you of the condi- 
dion of their men; and by placing them pro- 
perly in quarters, — * 2 
you will preſerve peace in your reſpective 
 divifions ; and if any diſpu — ſhould ariſe 


do the ſoldiers, treating. 
| N of ſpirit: and when 


— —— — 
— : 
* 


ad 
others have barely room in as houſes 
their own families. To quarter there- 
ſingle men in the former, and married 


25 


ones in the latter, will prove the ſource of 


endleſs diſputes. To quarter a married ſol- 
dier in a lodging -houſe, i is taking from him 
three ſhillings. a month; and ſending. the 
ſingle man to mohey-c 8, is diſtreſſing 
both him and his landlord. I therefore re- 
commend. to you to conſult the ſerjeants of 


eir Wants, 


between the Ads his and ” ſoldier, endea- 
deavour in a friendly manner to reconcile 
them. If this fails, in order to prevent 
worſe conſequences, remove them to other 
quarters, and avoid, if poſſible, all imputation 
of partiality, than Which nothing can be 
odious in a public truſt. The king's 


more 
commands are that the ſoldiers behave: peace- 
ably in their quarters, and their officers ſe- 
verely puniſh ſuch as do not conform to the 
royal orders. I am ſorry to ſay that too 
many of the landlords behave exceſſively ill 


them in a manger. 


per reſentment ariſes in a poor 
. the landlord 6 the ir to complain 
what his own, ill- 


manner s 


1 ( 5 Sidi 10 940 20203 - FOTO 1 
Keep 8 of / your" quarters, W lit to 
of the ſoldiers thete billetted; t avoid" ene de kept of 
ſition in quartering either a greater number in which 
than is ger you by your rn | 
and to prevent thoſe: affigned you'from frau Sed, "i 
dulently obtainin 8. double quarters, AS Well and of the 
as to be ready at all times to produee a pers __ | 
fect . ſhould any complaint of par- wee 
tiatity-be made againſt you to ants racy. 
in Weſtmigſte the cobſteMtev ue quired 
to deliver in to the Seſſions upon Kh à liſt 
of the houſes liable to recei ſoldiers, and 
the number of foldiers q vartered upon them: 
im their reſpeRive diſtriẽts; and if auch Hts 
ate defectixe, the conftable forfeits r 

ö "Miro, the Jaw faflicts nyo - 
not exeeeding five potinds; not 
y'ſhillings; if y le any re- 
ward to dend -publicers t quarterit 


ſoldiers ; and the ſame pehaley up 
victualler fot reſuſing quartets tc elde et 


not providing dem Rat the Aw lows,” 
gib 10 denten ar on 1a bun 7; woy | 
y the ftatute'of qu wir a ale ke. Duty in | 
quired; ' upon notice: ech rept deer at 
the place where any pre Mal hip Nei elk 
| Aſi ron there to aſſiſt in he — 55 
ng it; by dom pelling Perſops ew ch 
work arthe enges, and dò fech other fe 
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©, ſons, ppoſed to attend for the "I 
x of robbing the Diſtreſſed. 
. is a ſervice where humanity: ſtrongly 
enforces. the law, and your attendance is of 
the utmoſt im to the unhappy ſuf- 
ſerers in a time of ſuch general conſterna- 
tion. Thieves will withdraw when you are 
preſent, and the Idle and Curious will, by 
your means, be made uſeful. The Hi gh- 
conſtable ought to give ſtrict orders to > be 
called when. any fire happens in his diviſion. 
You. will alſo do right to direct your watch- 
men, if it be in the night, to call you, al- 
though the calamity be not in your immedi- 
ate diviſion. Indeed, what heart can be un- 
affected with this diſtreſs; or what hand can 
remain inactive when called to a ſervice ſo 
humane? Vou have an example of a prince 
of the royal family, who, ſenſibly touched 
with ſuch nc circumſtances, has nobly 
and generouſly faccificed his-reſt; and riſqued 
his ſafety, to » 0 afford his countenance and aſ- 
in this dreadful calatyity : remember 

then, few are the reaſons; that can excuſe. 
you ; and -_ no „ of danger 


ought to rom a duty, which! his 
... .zoyal t the Dake birſel has. —_— 
._ OY —.— sn“ wong 1 


PL 111 


Paſion, 92 = N nee | 


A 


4 1 
ſeen in conſtables, and which may be Alle 
the” drunkenneſs. of © power, This | 
out jnito perſonal, invective and reproac ful 
langh e upon them whoſe Actions have fen- 
derefl ern obj ects of lawful puniſhment. 


| And, erhaps, 15 candy, lea wes deeper 


than the puniſhment 6f the law Joes upon 


the body. This imprudent, I may ray, 
fooliſh, and cruel execution of the, Jaws cre- Ae 
implacable enmity in every priſoner; | 


and, which is ſhameful, makes the app 
hender, in many caſes, "the greater — 
I therefore 810505 you to treat your riſoners 
as unhapp fel ow-creatures, and while your 


minds riſe indignant a ſt their offences, 


that they are men. Do every thing . 


remember, with the tendernels of: bumanity, 


dan to ſecure Wem, SLE * 10 Pan 
them. „ 


# . : pry } 14 
9 261" —_ 11 0 * 1 1 f * 
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to be * 
voided. - 
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wWodnds in the mind ol the Te TVs 5 


Ae Jaft jet of 'y your 2 8 al © peak Duty to, 


to, 18 your connection with, and N e 
to che precepts of your r Hligh- conſtable. 


r 


"ded he has not, by virtue of his office, oy 
poſitive authgrity over you, and is only to 
command you, by. virtue of ſuch Warrants 
and orders as he receives from the Seſſions, 
Sheriff, and Juſtices; Theſe ven axe 
obliged to obey under penalties of the fax; 

and . His immediate connection ith 


_ Conſt 


yo, e will much * — them as 


"Is 


; 1712 12 9 i n ; the 
; 129", © 


IB | 
ts incidents TAY than,conſidering g the Lite 
of circumſtances, they can be here: To him 
therefore I muſt leave that taſk. Nm N 
"hope it is needleſs. to exhort you to 
*chearful obedience to his precepts, and * 
him your ready aſſi ſtance in hp l 1853 
2, are called . eee 


Cenclu- * 1 have now, T think, laid 1 you 7 
moſt effential parts of your duty, ant the 

' beſt methods for the execution of -it, It re- 
mains that I exhort you moſt earneſtly to 
give the ſtricteſt attention to both in every 

| particular and on all occaſions. To this you 
are bound by your oath “, and by all the 
ties of ſociety, The ſafety of your neigh- 
bours, the confidence placed in you, the 
laws of your country, honour in the eye c of 
man, and Conſcience towards God, all j join 

to require it of you. If a robbery or mur- 
der ſhould be the conſequence of your neg- 
8 lect, and more eſpecially if frequent robbg- 
ties and murders ſhould be the conſequehce, 

_ can” "IN hope to be forgiven either in this 


« The Conftable's oath, from Burn's Ja, . 4 5 


1 2 hall well and truly erve our Sever cign Laird the 
 <* Kingint thi office of Conflable for the — for the year 72 
Ler unmil pon bull be lawfully diſcharged non 4 a, anti 
2 Hail be ſivorn in E place] you fball 
845 & aud executs all things belonging to the faid office ac- 
mir ” OT YR ond hnvwlidge. 80 — * 
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CFC N ; 5 . | 2 10 
world, or the next, by God, or by man? 


Can you ever forgive yourſelves for abuſing 


| the truſt repoſed in you, and for not male 


ing a due and honeſt uſe of the power with 


- which the laws of the land have veſted you 
and only you? Put this queſtion home 9 


yourſelves, and if you have in your breaſts 


the leaſt ſpark of public or private virtue, it 
will warn them both into action. Indeed, 


common prudence and a regard to your pri- 


vate intereſts will make you reſolve on doing 


your utmoſt for the public good, if you con- 
ſider the matter rightly. For, put the laws 
vigorouſly in execution during your time, 
which 1s but for one year, and you wilt 
leave a much eaſier taſk to your ſucceſſors, 
who will be thereby not only better enabled, 
but ſtrongly incited and encouraged to fol- 

low your good example, and fo on; till at 
_ laſt, or rather very ſoon, every man, and 


yourſelves among the reſt, may go about 


his buſineſs or to bed in perfect ſecurity. 


Beſides, this will alſo give a dignity to your 


office while you hold it, and procure re- 
{pet to your perſons from all good men 
Ever after. 5 os 
Buy all theſe ties therefore I adjure you, as 
you value the peace and ſafety, the lives and 
| Properties of your fellow-ſubjefts, as you 


_ reſpect the laws of your country, if you 
have either honour or conſcience, 157 - 


do live reſpected, and when you die to meet 
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ou wiſh 


with that ſolemn + oi... Well done, good 
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